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Ordinary Moments 
with Jesus

For the soul needing a reminder that every
moment holds purpose





Intro
      ear Friend,
Have you ever thought about Jesus' life before He began His ministry? Before
He performed a miracle or ever verbally acknowledged His true self? Many of
those moments most likely included the same ordinary ones you and I
experience. He ate meals, He took walks with friends and family, He cleaned
His house, He laughed with His siblings. While we know He wasn't simply
ordinary, He lived ordinary moments.

And then He started His ministry. People began realizing He was more than
ordinary. But you know what? He still lived ordinary moments. In the midst of
healing the sick, raising the dead and speaking life, He experienced mundane,
everyday situations.

This devotional is going to take us through some of those ordinary moments.
And while we know we're not the Son of God, we are going to see how Jesus
responded and how He soaked in those ordinary moments. If the God of the
universe can live every moment to the fullest — each routine, ordinary moment
— then there is certainly a lesson to be learned from each and every one!

My prayer is you will begin seeing how your own ordinary moments are
opportunities for joy and glorifying God, no matter how mundane they feel.
Let's look to our Savior as we unpack seven different moments that we all
experience, opening our eyes to understanding how Jesus responded, and
giving us a beautifully ordinary reason to say, "What would Jesus do?"  

Happy unearthing, friend!

In Christ,

D

Emily



Whatever your work looks like — at home with various tasks
and people or getting a paycheck — work can feel rather
ordinary. But in these two passages our eyes are opened to
Jesus in the midst of work. First, we gain insight into His work
before His ministry began. He was a builder (which some
suggest is the better translation for that Greek word than
carpenter). Which means He lived a lower middle-income life.
His job was not fancy (1). Yet we can assume He worked at this
job with all His heart, knowing He was working for His Father.
As we come to the calling of Peter and Andrew, we see Jesus
enter the workplace of His soon-to-be disciples, gifting them
with not just learning from His teaching, but also witnessing a
miracle. If we truly believe Jesus never leaves us, do we believe
He cares about our mundane work? Do we believe He gifts us
with opportunities to learn from Him and see His glory in the
midst of our mundane work? 

# 1
Day

I n  t h e  M i d s t  o f  W o r k
R e a d :  M a r k  6 : 1 - 3  a n d  L u k e  5 : 1 - 1 1



What does Jesus' pre-ministry work reveal about God's view of work?

Why did Jesus enter Peter and Andrew's "place" of work? What was
significant about this?

How can you view your work as a place where Jesus desires to come
alongside you, teach you and reveal Himself to you?



# 2
Day

While not every modern-day Christian "observes" the Sabbath,
most of us spend one day a week going to church, spending
time with family and otherwise relaxing. However you spend
your Sabbath, it's easy to fall into the trap of trying to use that
extra day to get more done — or on the flip side, to worry we're
not honoring the Sabbath the way God intended. This passage
reminds us that the Sabbath is, in fact, important, but maybe
not for the reasons we stress over. When church begins feeling
monotonous and you'd rather stay home, or when Sunday
tempts you to accomplish more, look to Jesus' reminder that
God desires us to Sabbath because He desires us to rest in His
presence and experience unity with Him. Truly resting with
God and one another each week points us to the fact that Jesus
restored the rhythm of creation, and we are meant to enjoy His
peace in the midst of a broken world (2). This day we take for
granted each week is so much more than simply another day in
the routine of life.

O b s e r v i n g  t h e  S a b b a t h
R e a d :  M a t t h e w  1 2 : 1 - 1 3



In light of Jesus fulfilling the law, we aren't commanded to observe the
Sabbath in the same way Israel was, so what is the wisdom in us
observing it in some way anyway?

Choose a commentary to read about this passage. What wisdom did
you gain about Jesus' comment that He is Lord of the Sabbath?

How can you view your Sabbath days as more than just another
ordinary day of the week? 



# 3
Day

We know we'll (hopefully) never come face-to-face with our
enemy physically, but we also know we face him spiritually
every single day in a variety of ways. You could say temptation
is an ordinary moment for us, something we encounter over
and over and over again. Yet Jesus provides us with the
beautiful example of how to face each and every temptation in
an extraordinary way. And perhaps the best part of this? Jesus
didn't use His extraordinary God-powers to send Satan flying
to the ends of the earth in fear. Jesus simply used Scripture to
combat each threat to His perfection. We can do that, too! This
passage reveals how tricky Satan is when it comes to tempting
us to sin. It reveals how he won't give up easily. But it also
reveals the extraordinary power of Scripture and the comfort
we receive from our Heavenly Father as we take the way out
that He promises to provide for us. What an incredible way to
take an ordinary moment and see it for all its glory! 

F i g h t i n g  T e m p t a t i o n
R e a d :  L u k e  4 : 1 - 1 3



Why did Jesus allow this? Why didn't He simply command Satan to
leave Him?

What does this teach you about the character of Jesus?

How will you use moments of temptation to glorify God? 



# 4
Day

Here we could focus on all the "normal" points of Jesus
interacting with strangers — talking to those unclean, touching
those unclean, eating with sinners, etc. While those are all
excellent convictions, the famous woman at the well account
reveals a few other "ordinary" insights for speaking with
strangers. Jesus asked this woman questions. He showed
interest in her and didn't keep the conversation to a minimum.
How many of us keep our heads in our phones or stay away
from eye contact at all costs when in a space with strangers?
Jesus didn't. He welcomed conversation. But not just to make
conversation for conversation's sake. Jesus was very intentional
with what He said and what He asked. He showed interest in
the life of this woman and opened the doors to talk about His
salvation. You never know where a conversation with a
stranger will take you. But Jesus reveals that no conversation is
simply ordinary. He can use what we say for His glory, no
matter how mundane our words feel at the time!

M o m e n t s  w i t h  S t r a n g e r s
R e a d :  J o h n  4 : 4 - 3 1



Look up other conversations Jesus had with strangers. What stands out
to you about His interactions?

What does this conversation at the well reveal to you about Jesus'
character?

How can you apply these lessons with strangers to your own daily life?



# 5
Day

Reading the words of Jesus in today's day and age, we shudder
at His straightforwardness. How could He say such harsh
things? But we can learn an abundance from Jesus on how He
dealt with awkward and difficult situations, applying what we
learn to our own conversations. Jesus did not shy away from
speaking truth and using Scripture to back up His points. When
attacked with straw man arguments, Jesus always redirected
back to truth. Depending on whom He was talking to, Jesus did
get rather harsh. But sometimes people need the cut-to-the-
chase truth, not the beat-around-the-bush truth. Jesus also
used wisdom on when it was time to step away from a
conversation. He didn't argue and beat the person with the
truth over and over again until their eyes were opened. No, He
understood those who desired to remain blind, and He walked
away from them. We encounter difficult situations more often
than we'd like. Instead of dreading these moments, let's follow
Jesus' lead. 

D i f f i c u l t  S i t u a t i o n s
R e a d :  J o h n  8 : 3 1 - 5 9



What stands out to you about how Jesus spoke in this passage?

If Jesus knew these people wouldn't believe, why did He entertain their
accusations?

How can you apply what you've learned to difficult situations you face?



# 6
Day

What a beautiful picture of how meals are more than ordinary.
Throughout the entire Bible, God reveals how food is about
more than filling our bellies, and here we see how relationships
grow and how we connect with others over a meal. Jesus chose
to make breakfast for His disciples, revealing His risen self to
them over a hot meal. Can you picture it? Sunrise over the sea,
Jesus on a beach, a fire burning brightly by His feet. Then a
handful of men gather around, and they hug and laugh and
wonder and worship. All with food! Jesus used food on a variety
of occasions to grow in relationship with those gathered
around the plates and cups. Food brings us together. It sustains
our bodies, and it reminds us of our desperate need for our
ultimate Sustainer. It brings a spiritual intimacy to
relationships as we take advantage of lingering conversation. If
Jesus chose breakfast as a way to commune with His disciples
during this precious time, surely we can see the extraordinary
in our own ordinary mealtimes! 

S h a r i n g  M e a l s
R e a d :  J o h n  2 1 : 1 - 1 4



Why do you think Jesus chose to share meals as some of His first acts
with His disciples after His resurrection?

Look up some commentaries on either this passage or on food in
general in Scripture. What did you learn?

How can you make an ordinary meal into something a bit more
spiritually exceptional?



Today is a day for you to choose an ordinary moment from the
Gospels and learn how Jesus turns what we consider ordinary
into moments for His glory. Yes, there are aspects to our days
that happen simply because they need to happen. We don't
need to over spiritualize everything! But it is important to
realize so much more of our ordinary days than we realize are
moments of glory, whether those are moments God reveals
Himself to us, or moments when we choose to glorify Him.

# 7
Day



Reflection space if desired
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